
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Julia De Burgos Cultural Arts Center 
 
  
Your Project Title: 50th Annual Puerto Rican Parade 

Your Project Summary: A parade celebrating the culture and vibrancy of the Puerto Rican community in 

Cleveland. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the applicant provides evidence of meeting the funding criteria. This is a notable example 

of responding to new growth in a community through a parade, arts and festive cultural music. The proposal 

is clear and gives background and context to the needs of the community and creates an opportunity for 

community pride and revitalization. The project benefits the public and inspires people to celebrate their 

culture. The budget is sufficient. Support materials show the applicant has the organizational capacity to 

carry out a successful project. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application provides evidence of artistic and cultural vibrancy. 

The project includes a variety of visual and performing arts and is in itself a performance art piece. I would 

have liked to have seen, however, a bit more evidence of the visual arts and costuming components created 

for the parade and read a bit more about the artists participating.Organizational Capacity - The application 

provides evidence of organizational capacity. Clearly this organization has been successfully producing this 

event for many years. Public Benefit - The application provides strong evidence of public benefit. The 

applicant knows its community well and seeks to involve it in project development and implementation. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center successfully meets the 

funding criteria through their proposal of the 50th Annual Puerto Rican Parade and focus within Hispanic 

Village a revitalizing area of Ward 14 in Cleveland. They especially show the public benefit of this project 

as it meaningfully engages a substantial part of the community. They expect to work with Youth 

Opportunities Unlimited for specific artistic projects within the parade. They have built meaningful 

relationships with residents and community partners. They are accessible and inviting to their community 

as this event has always been free and open to the public. They demonstrate artistic and cultural vibrancy 

in the float creation and the artistic agenda. They engage a diverse team of arts and cultural professionals, 

qualified to complete the project. They appear to have organizational capacity to plan and successfully 

manage this project. They seem to have an engaged board and core group of volunteers. They have a 

definite set of project goals (with planning committee and meetings). The ways they intend to measure their 

progress is through interviews, but primarily by number of participants (new and especially reoccurring). 

Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project. The match requirement is somewhat demonstrated 

from sponsorships and parade fees. 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I have no doubt that this event will produce important public benefit to the people of Cleveland 

at large. It seems like the event has a long legacy and many supporters. They mention their community and 

how this event is a source of pride for them. A few community partners are engaged. Very specific goal to 

honor past organizations and individuals who have been involved in the event. All that said, there is very 

little detail about the actual project/event and the financial plan is very vague. Inclined to say yes because 

the project is so interesting and the potential for public benefit is so high (exposing people to a new culture 

etc.). I just wish I could have seen more detail regarding 1) who is the community (details please!), 2) what 

are their needs/desires and 3) how are you responding to those needs/desires within this event. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: Julia De Burgos Cultural Arts Center 

is located within the largest concentration of Hispanic residents in Ohio. More information on who the 

organization serves, if beyond the Puerto Rican community, would have been helpful in further assessing 

the organization's public benefit. The Executive Director joining the steering committee for the Hispanic 

Village development project furthers the organization's building of meaningful relationships with residents 

and community partners.Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: Who are the artists working with youth? What are their 

heritage/artistic qualifications? More details would have helped bring out the artistic and cultural vibrancy 

of the proposal. Organizational Capacity: This will be the 50th year of the Puerto Rican Parade indicating 

the organization has had a consistent track record of plans to implement the parade and achieve its goals. 

More about the project finances would been helpful in further determining the organization's capacity. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

